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Chapter Overview: 
 

This chapter deals with 

 What are Landforms 

 Landforms forming process 

 Types of landforms- Mountain, Plateau, Plain 

 Landforms and the People 

Note: This summary should be supplemented with basic reading of NCERT. 

 

CHAPTER 6 – MAJOR LANDFORMS OF THE EARTH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LANDFORMS 

 A landform is a natural or artificial 

feature of the solid surface of the Earth.  

 Landforms together make up a given 

terrain, and their arrangement in the 

landscape is known as topography. 

 The earth is not the same everywhere. 

 The earth has an infinite variety of 

landforms. Some parts of the 

lithosphere may be rugged and some 

flat. 

 

 LANDFORM FORMING PROCESSES 

 

 
 

 These two processes-Internal and External of landform formation are carried out by running 

water, ice and wind. 

Internal Process 

The upliftment and sinking of the 
earth's surface at several places.

Example- Fold Mountain

External Process

Continous wearing down-
erosion(lowering of surface)

Rebuilding of surface-deposition 
(increase in elevation)

Relevance rating: 3/5 

 Civil Service syllabus: India and World Geography-Physical Geography 

 This chapter is significant in creating the basic concept of Landforms, which will help 

you in better understanding of the chapters in higher classes  as well Class 9th  Chapter-

2,Class 11th Chapter-3,NCERT) 

 Prelims questions have been asked on earth interior, resources and their location. 

 Previous Year Question in Page -4 
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 TYPES OF LANDFORM 

 Based on process of formation, landforms are of three types: 

 
 

1. MOUNTAIN 

 It is a natural elevation of the earth surface. The mountains generally have a small summit and 

a broad base. 

  It is considerably higher than the surrounding area. 

 There is a difference between Hills and Mountains. Hills are elevations less than 600 

meters from the surrounding, mountains are more than 600 meters.   

 Some mountains are even higher than the clouds. E.g. Mt.Kilimanjaro (Africa) 

 As you go higher in the mountains, the climate becomes colder. 

 Some mountains have permanently frozen rivers of ice. They are called glaciers.  

 There are some mountains you cannot see as they are under the sea. E.g. Mt.Mauna 

Kea(10,205 meters  high in the Pacific Ocean) 

  Several mountains when arranged in a line known as range. Many mountain systems consist 

of a series of parallel ranges extending over hundreds of kilometres. Few examples are: 

 The Himalayas –  Asia 

 The Alps           --  Europe 

 The Andes       --  South America 
 

 TYPES OF MOUNTAINS         

 
A. FOLD MOUTAINS-  

 This is formed by folding action on earths’ crust.  

 Few examples are: 

 Young Fold Mountains – The Himalayas, The Alps(Europe) 

 Old Fold Mountains      --The Aravali (India), The Appalachians(North  

                                               America), the Ural (Russia) 

 

1. Mountain

2. Plateau

3.Plains- Continental & Coastal

A) Fold Mountains B) Block Mountains C) Volcanic Mountains

Fold Mountains are formed due to 

application of compressive force 

from both the sides on the earth crust. 
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B. BLOCK MOUTAINS – 

 Block Mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically. 

 The uplifted blocks are termed as Horsts and the lowered blocks are called Graben. 

 Few Examples are: The Rhine valley and the Vosges Mountain in Europe. 

 

 
 

C. VOLCANIC MOUNTAINS - Volcanic Mountains are formed due to volcanic activity. 

Few examples are: 

 Mt. Kilimanjaro (Africa)   Mt. Fujiyama (Japan) 

 
 

Significance of Mountains: 

 Storehouse of water-many rivers have their source in the glaciers in the mountains. 

Reservoirs are made and the water is harnessed for the use of people, for irrigation and 

generation of hydro-electricity.  

  Agriculture- the river valleys and terraces are ideal for cultivation of crops.  

  Forest Produce -Mountains have a rich variety of flora and fauna. The forests    provide 

fuel, fodder, shelter and other products like gum, raisins, etc. 

  Tourism- idyllic site for tourists. They visit the mountains for their scenic beauty. 

Several sports like paragliding, hang gliding, river rafting and skiing are popular in the 

mountains. 

      (Note- You will learn in detail about this in further classes)  

 PLATEAU 

 A plateau is an elevated flat land. It is a flat-topped 

table land standing above the surrounding area.  

 A plateau may have one or more sides with steep 

slopes.  

 The height of plateaus often varies from few 

hundred metres to several thousand metres.  

 Plateaus, like mountains may be young or old.  

 Few examples are: 

 Deccan plateau – India 

 East African Plateau – Kenya, Tanzania 

(Africa) 

 Western Plateau – Australia 

 Tibet Plateau – Highest in the world (4000 to 6000 meters.) 

These mountains from when faults or 

cracks in the earth’s crust force some 

materials or blocks of rock up & 

others down. Instead of the earth 

folding over, the earth’s crust 

fractures (pull part).It breaks up into 

blocks or chunks. 

A volcano is a mountain that opens 

downwards to a pool of molten rock 

below the surface of the earth. When 

pressure builds up, eruptions occur. 
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Significance of Plateaus: 

 Rich in mineral deposits -Many of the mining areas in the world are located in the 

plateau areas. Examples--African plateau is famous for gold and diamond mining.  

Chhotanagpur plateau (India) huge reserves of iron, coal and manganese are found.  

  Agriculture lands -The lava plateaus(Deccan trap) are rich in black soil that are fertile 

and good for cultivation 

 Scenic Tourist Spots- The Hundru falls (The Chhotanagpur plateau on Subarnarekha 

River) and The Jog falls (Karnataka) are examples of such waterfalls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Note-Although no direct question has been asked from this topic but above questions are an example how 

basics from this class in addition to your learning from higher classes will help in solving these questions) 

 PLAINS 

 These are large stretches of flat land, generally, not more than 200 metres above mean sea level. 

  Some plains are extremely level. Others may be slightly rolling and undulating.  

  How these are formed--Most of the plains are formed by rivers and their tributaries. The rivers 

flow down the slopes of mountains and erode them. They carry forward the eroded material. Then 

they deposit their load consisting of stones, sand and silt along their courses and in their valleys. It 

is from these deposits that plains are formed. Similarly, a coastal plain is formed; these are flat, 

low-lying land adjacent to a sea coast. 

 Few examples are: 

 Ganga –Brahmaputra Plains              – India 

 Yangtze Plains                                  -- China 

 Eastern and Western Coastal Plain   --  India 

. PREVIOUS YEAR PRELIMS QUESTIONS  

Q. Consider the following statements: (2013) 

1. Natural gas occurs in the Gondwana beds. 

2. Mica occurs in abundance in Kodarma. 

3. Dharwars are famous for petroleum. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 

b. 2 only 

c. 2 and 3 

d. None 

Answer: b 

Q. Consider the following statements:  (2018) 

1. In India, State Governments do not have the power to auction non-coal mines. 

2. Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand do not have gold mines. 

3. Rajasthan has iron ore mines. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 only 

c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 3 only 

Answer: d 
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Significance of Plains: 

 Human habitation -These are very fertile, transportation is easy. Thus, these plains are very 

thickly-populated regions of the world. In India too, the Indo-Gangetic plains are the most 

densely populated regions of the country 

 Agricultural Activities-Since fertile soils are brought down by rivers, the land is highly 

productive for cultivation. 

 

 LANDFORMS AND THE PEOPLE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PLAIN

•Agriculturally fertile lands

•Densely populated

•Favourable climate

•Prone to Flood

PLATEAU

•Mineral rich- Industrial areas

•Moderately populated

•Relatively less prone to 
disasters-stable areas

MOUNTAIN

•Steep slopes-less land for 
cultivation

•Sparsely populate-Harsh 
climate

•Prone to disasters like  
earthquake, landslides

Key Takeaways:   

 A landform is a natural or artificial feature of the solid surface of the Earth.  

 These two processes-Internal and External of landform formation are carried out by running 

water, ice and wind. 

 Three types of landforms-Mountains, Plateau, Plains. 

 Three major types of Mountains-Fold, Block, Volcanic. 

 A plateau is an elevated flat land. It is a flat-topped table land standing above the 

surrounding area. 

 Plains are large stretches of flat land. They are, generally, not more than 200 meters above 

mean sea level. 
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